2. The power of perfuafion ; oratory. 

The heart's ftill rhetorick , difcios’d with eyes, Shakefp. 

His fober lips then^did he foftly part, 

Whence of pure rhetorick whole ftreams outflow. Fairfax . 

Enjoy your dear v/it and gay rhetorick , 

7 'hat hath fo well been taught her dazling fence. Milton. 

Rhetorical, adj. [ rhetoricus , Lat. from rhetorick .] Pertain¬ 
ing to rhetorick 9 oratorial 9 figurative. 

The apprehenlion is lb deeply riveted into my mind, that 
rhetorical flourifhes cannot at all loofen it. More. 

Becaufe Brutus and Caflius met a blackmore, and Pompey 
had on a dark garment at Pharfalia, thefe were prefages of 
their overthrow, which notwithftanding are lcarce rhetorical 
fequels 9 concluding metaphors from realities, and from con¬ 
ceptions metaphorical inferring realities again. Brown. 

The fubjeCt moral, logical, or rhetorical , which does not 
come under our fenfes. Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

Rhetorically, adv. [from rhetorical. ] Like an orator9 
figuratively ; with intent to move the paflions. 

To Rheto'ric ate. v.n. [rhetoricor, low Lat. from rhetorick.] 
To play the orator ; to attack the paflions. 

’Twill be much more feafonable to reform, than apologize 
or rhetoricate 9 not to lufrer themfelves to perifh in the mid ft 
of fiich’ felicitations to be faved. Decay of Piety. 

Rhetori'ci an. n. f. [rhetoricien,Fx. rhetor, Lat.J One who 
teaches the fcience of rhetorick. 

I he ancient fophifts and rhetoricians , which ever had young 
auditors, lived-till they were an hundred years old. Bacon. 

’Tis the bufinefs .of rhetoricians to treat the characters of 
the paflions. Dry den’s Dufrcfnoy. 

A man may be a very good rhetorician , and yet at the fame 
time a mean orator. Baker’s Refections on Learning. 

Rhetorician. adj. Suiting a mafter of rhetorick. 

Boldly prelum’d with rhetorician pride, 

To hold of any quefiion either fide. Blackmore. 

RHEUM, n.f [pc vjj.ee-, rhrume, Fr.] A thin watery matter 
oozing through the glands, chiefly about the mouth. Quincy. 

Tru'ft not thole cunning waters of his eyes 9 
For villainy is not without fuch a rheum 9 
And he long traded in it, makes it feein 
Like rivers of remorfe. Shakefp. 

You did void your rheum upon my beard. Sbakejp. 

Why holds thine eye that lamentable rheum. 

Like a proud river peering o’er his bounds. Shakefp. 

Each changing (eafon does its poifon bring. 

Rheums chill the av inter, agues blaft the fpring. Prior. 

Rheu'matick. adj. [pct^olix^*9 from .rheum.] Proceeding 
from rheum or a peccant watry humour. 

The moon, the governefs of floods. 

Pale in her anger, wafhes all the air, 

That rheumatitk difeafes do abound.^ Shakefp. 

The blood taken away looked very lizy or rhsumatick. Floy. 

Reieu'matisM. n. f. [p svp.ccUcfxos 9 rheumatifme, hr. rheuma - 
tifmus, Lat.] A painful diftemper fuppofed to proceed from 
acrid humours. 

Rheumatifm is a diftemper affe&ing chiefly the membrana 
communis mufculorum, which it makes rigid and unfit for 
motion 5 and it feems to be occafioned almpft by the fame 
caufes, as the mucilaginous glands in the joints are rendered 
ftiff and gritty in the gout. _ Quincy. 

The throtling quinfey ’tis my ftar appoints. 

And rheumatijms I fend to rack .the joints. Dry den. 

Rheu'my. adj. [from rheum.] Full of (harp moifture. 

Is Brutus lick ? 

And will he fteal out of his wholfome bed* 

To dare the vile contagion of the night ? 

And tempt the rheumy and unpurged air, 

To add unto his ficknefs. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

The South he loos’d, who night and horror brings, 

And fogs are fliaken from his flaggy wings ; 

From his divided beard two ftreams he pours 9 

His head and rheumy eyes diftil in (how’rs. Dryden. 

Rhinoceros, n.f. [pn> and y.igccs 9 rhinocer ot, Fr.] A valt 
beaft in the Eaft Indies armed with a horn in his front. 

Approach thou like the rugged Ruffian bear. 

The arm’d rhinoceros, or Hyrcanian tyger 9 
Take any fhape but that, and my firm nerves 
Shall never tremble. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

If y 0U draw your beaft in an emblem, fhew a landfcape of 
the country natural to the beaft 9 as to the rhinoceros an Eaft 
Indian landfcape, the crocodile, an Egyptian. Peacham. 

RHOMB, n.f. [rhombe, Fr. rhombus, Lat. po//.| 3 ©-\] In geo¬ 
metry, a parallelogram or quadrangular figuie, having its four 
fides equal, and confilting of parallel lines, with two oppofite 
angles acute, and two obtufe: it is lormed by two equal and 
right cones joined together at their bafe. Trevoux and Harris. 
& Save the fun his labour, and that f witt 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb fuppos’d 
Invifible elfe above all ftars, the wheel 
Of day and night. Milton. 

See how in warlike mufter they appear, . , 

‘ In rhombs and wedges, and half moons and wings. Milton. 

Rho'mbick. adj. [from rhomb.'] Shaped like a rhomb. 

6 


Many other forts of ftones are regularly figured 9 the afttfi* 
in form of a ftar, and they are of a rhombick figure. Grew 
RHO'MBOID. n. f. [p'o^GofiF/L 9 rhomboide , Fr.] A fig U ^ 
approaching to a rhomb. 

Many other forts of ftones are regularly figured ; and they 
are of a rhombick figure 9 talk, of fuch as are rhomboid. Gre J 
Rhomboi'dal. adj. [from rhomboid.] Approaching in fhape 
to a rhomb. 

Another rhomboidal felenites of a comprefTed form, had 
many others infixed round the middle of it. Woodward 

Rhu'barb. n.f. [rbabarbara, Lat.] A medicinal root flightly 
purgative, referred by botanifts to the dock. * 

What rhubarb , fenna, or what purgative drug 
Would fcour thefe Englifti hence. Shakefp. Macbeth, 

Having fixed the fontanel, I purged him with an infufion 
of rhubarb in lmall ale. Wifeman’s Surgery 

RHYME, n.f. [pufyos 9 rhythme , Fr.] 

1. A harmonical fucceffion of founds. 

2. The confonance of verfes 9 the correfpondence of the laft 
found of one verfe to the laft found or fyllable of another. 

The youth with fongs and rhimes : 

Some dance, fome hale the rope. ; Denham, 

For rhyme the rudder is of verfes. 

With which like flhips they fteer their courfes. Hudibras, 
Such was the news, indeed, but fongs and rhymes 
Prevail as much in thefe hard iron times 9 
As would a plump of trembling fowl, that rife 
Againft an eagle foufing from the ikies. Dryden, 

If Cupid throws a fingle dart, 

We make him wound the lover’s heart 9 
But if he takes his bow and quiver, 

’Tis lure he mult transfix the liver 9 
For rhime with reafon may difpenfe, 

And found has right to govern fenfe. Prior, 

3. Poetry 9 a poem. 

All his manly power it did difperfe. 

As he were warmed with inchanted rhimes , 

That oftentimes he quak’d. Fairy heeen , b, i, 

Who would not fing for Lycidas ? he knew 
Himfelf to fing, and build the lofty rhyme. Milton, 

Now fportive youth, 

Carol incondite rhythms with fuiting notes. 

And quaver inharmonious. Philip, 

Rhyme or reajon. Number or fenfe. 

I was promis’d on a time, 

To have reafon for my rhyme 9 
But from that time unto this Ieafon, 

I had neither rhyme nor reafon. Spenfir , 

The guiltinefs of my mind drove the grofsnefs of the fop¬ 
pery into a received belief, in defpight of the teeth of all 
rhime and reafon, that they were fairies. Shakefp, 

To Rhyme, v. n. 

1. To agree in found. 

He was too warm on picking work to dwell, 

But fagotted his notions as they fell. 

And, if they rhhnd and rattled, all was well. Dryden ,, 

2. To make verfes. 

Thefe fellows of infinite tongue, that can rhime themfelves 
into ladies favours, they do always reafon themfelves out 
again. Shakefp • Henry V. 

There march’d the bard and blockhead, fide by fide, 
Who rhym’d for hire, and patroniz’d for pride. Duncial 
Rhy'mer. ) «./. [from rhyme.] One who makes rhymesj 
Rhy'mster. S a verfifier 9 a poet in contempt. 

Scall’d rhimers will ballad us out o’ tune. Shakefp, 

It was made penal to the Englifh, to permit the Irifh to 
graze upon their lands, to entertain any of their miniftrels, 
rhimers , or news-tellers. Davies on Ireland, 

Rhymer come on, and do the worft you can 9 
I fear not you, nor yet a better man. Dryden. 

His rhime is conftrained at an age, when the paflion of 
love makes every man a rhimer , though not a poet. Dryden- 
I fpcak of thofe who are only rhimjlers. Dennii. 

So modern rhimers wifely blaft 
The poetry of ages paft. 

And from its ruin build their own. Shakefp- 

Rhythmical, adj. [puS^nto? 9 rythmique , Fr. from rhyme 
or rhythm.] Harmonical 9 having proportion of one found to 
another. 

RIB. n.f. [pibbe, Saxon.] A bone in the body. 

1. Of thefe there are twenty-four in number, viz. twelve on 
each fide the twelve vertebra of the back 9 they are fegments 
of a circle 9 they grow flat and broad, as they approach t e 
fternum 9 but the nearer they are to the vertebra, the roun <j r 
and thicker they are 9 at which end they have a round hea > 
which, being covered with a cartilage, is received into t e 
finus in the bodies of the vertebrae : the ribs , thus articulate ? 
make air acute angle with the lower vertebra : the ribs ha\c 
each a fmall canal or finus, which runs along their un cr 
Tides, in which lies a nerve, vein, and artery : their extre 
mities, which are faftened to the fternum, are cartilaginous? 
and the cartilages make an obtufe angle with the bony P 
of the ribs 9 this angle refpe&s the head : the cartilages ar^ 
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l] i f n if e r ils becaufe they are fofter and fhorter, of which 
4*2 firft isjoined to the extremity of the fterAum .the 
cartilaginous extremities of the reft being tied to one another, 
,0-1 thereby leaving a greater (pace for the dilatation of the 
» -d Salhffthe laft of thefe fhort ribs is (hotter 
than all the reft : it is not tied to them, but iometjmes to t ie 

mufculus obliquus defeendens. ^uimy. 

Whv do I yield to that fuggeftion:’ ^ 

Whofe" horrid image doth upfix my hair. 

And make my leated heart knock at my rns, 

Agaiiift the ufe of nature! Shakefp. Macbeth. 

°He open’d my left fide, and took 
From thence a rib, with cordial fph'hs warm ... 

And life blood (Beaming fre(h. ^ Milton s Par. Lof, b. vm. 

He, who firft the paflage try’d, 

In harden’d oak his heart did hiue, 

And ribs of iron arm’d his fide, , 

Who temoted firft the briny flood. Dryden s Horace. 

2. Any piece of timber or other matter which (Lengthens the 

I (hould not fee the Tandy hour glafs run, 

But I (hould think of (hallows and of flats 9 
And fee my wealthy Andrew dock’d in land. 

Vailing her high top lower than her ribs. 

To kiis her burial. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice > 

RI'BALD. n. f. [ribauld, Fr. ribaldo, Italian.] A loofe, rough, 

mean, brutal wretch. • - • 

That lewd ribbald, with vile luft advanced. 

Laid firft his filthy hands on virgin clean, 

To fpoil her dainty corle fo fair and (heen. Fairy ghteen. 

Your ribauld nag of Egypt, 

The breeze upon her, like a cow in June, 

Hoifts fails, and flies. Shake p. Antony and Cleopatra . 

The buly day, 

Wak’d by the lark, has rous’d the ribald crows, 

. And dreaming night will hide our joys no longer. Shakejp. 

Ne’er one (prig of laurel grac’d thefe ribbalds , 

From (lathing Bentley down to pidling Tibbalds. Pope. 
Ribaldry, n. J. [from ribald 9 ribaudie , old Fr.] Mean, 

lewd, brutal language. . % . . . 

Mr. Cowley aliens, that obfeemty has no place in wit 9 
Buckingham lays, ’tis an ill fort of wit, which has nothing 
mote to fupport it than bare-faced ribaldry. Dryden. 

The ribaldry of the low chara&ers is different 9 the reeve, 
miller, and cook are diftinguilhed from each other. Dryden . 
In the fame antique loom thefe fccnes were wrought* 
Embellifti’d with good morals and juft thought, 

True nature in her nobleft light you fee, 1 

E’er yet debauch’d by modem gallantry > 

To trifling jefts and fulfom ribaldry. Granville. J 

If the outward profeflion of religion were once in pradlice 
amono- men in office, the clergy would fee their duty and 
intereft in qualifying themfelves for lay-converfation, when 
once they were out of fear of being choaked by ribaldry or 
prophanenefs. Swift. 

RFband* n. f. [rubande, ruban, Fr.] A filet of filk 9 a nar¬ 
row web of filk, which is worn for ornament. 

Quaint in green, (he (hall be loofe enrob’d. 

With ribbands pendent, flaring’bout her head. Shakefp. 

A ribband did the braide.d treffes bind. 

The reft was loofe. Dryden’s Knight’s Tale. 

See ! in the lifts they wait the trumpets found 9 
Some love device is wrought on ev’ry l’word, 

And ev’ry riband bears lome myftick word. Granville. 

RFbbEd. adj. [from rib.] 

1. Furniftied with ribs. 

Was I by rocks engender’d r ril’d with fteel r 
Such tortures to refill, or not to feel r Sandys. 

Hung on each bough a fingle leaf appears. 

Which (hrivell’d in its infancy remains, 

Like a clos’d fan, nor ftretches wide its veins, 

But as the feafons in their circle run, 

Opes its ribb’d furface to the nearer fun. Gay. 

2. Incloled as the body by ribs. 

Remember 

The nat’ral brav’ry of your ille, which (lands 
As Neptune’s park, ribbed and paled in. 

With rocks unsaleable, and roaring waters. Shakefp. 
Ri'bbon. n.f. See Riband. 

To RTbroast. v. n. [rib and roof.] To beat foundly. A 
burlefque word. 

That done, he rifes, humbly bows. 

And gives thanks for the princely blows 9 
Departs not meanly proud, and boafting 
Of his magnificent ribroajting. Butler. 

I have been pinched in flefti, and well ribroafed under my 
former mailers 9 but I’m in now for lkin and all. L’Ejhange. 
Ri'bwort. n. f. A plant. 

Ric. n.f Ric denotes a powerful, rich, or valiant man 9 as 
^ in thefe verfes of Fortunatus : 


or 
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impel ice potens, f interpres barbarns adjit, 

Adj tit or for tis hoc quoque nomen habet. 

Hil’pric Barbarians a (tout helper term. 

So Alfric is altogether ftrong; Althelac, nobly 
powerful: to the fame fen.e -Polycrates^Crato.Rluur- 

R ic T.’n. f[cryza, Lat.] One of the efculent grains : it hath 
its 0-rains difpofed into a panicle, which are almoft of a 
oval figure, "and are covered with a thick hulk, fom jhat 
like barley : this grain is greatly cultivated in moftofAe 

Eaftern countries. ....,/ * 

Rice is the food of two thirds of mankind 9 it is kindly to 

human conftitutions, proper for the coniumptive, and thole 

fubjeeft to haemorrhages. . ^ 

If the fnuff get out of the fnuffers, it may fall into a d (h 
of rice milk. Swift’s Directions to the Butler 

RICH. adj. [riche, Fr. ricco, Italian 9 pica, Saxon.] 

1. Wealthy 9 abounding in wealth 9 abounding 111 money or 

pofleffions 9 opulent. % 

I am as rich in having fuch a jewel, 

As twenty feas, if all their (and were pearl. Shakejp 
The rich (hall not give more, and the poor no lefs. Lxod. 

A thief bent to unhoard the cadi 
Of fome rich burgher. Milton . 

Several nations of the Americans are rich in land, and poor 
in all the comforts of life. Locke . 

He may look upon the rich as benefactors, who have beau¬ 
tified the profpe£t all around him. Seed. 

2. Valuable 9 eftimable 9 precious j fplendid 9 fumptuous. 

Earth, in her rich attire, 

Confummate lovely fmil’d. _ Milton„ 

3. Having any ingredients or qualities in a great quantity or de¬ 
gree. 

So we th’ Arabian coaft do know 
At diftance, when the fpices blow. 

By the rich odour taught to fteer. 

Though neither day nor ftar appear. Walhr. 

If fife be (hort, it (hall be glorious. 

Each minute (hall be rich in fome great action. Rowe. 

Sauces and rich fpices are fetched from India. Baker • 

4. Fertile j fruitful. 

There are, who fondly ftudious of increafe. 

Rich foreign mold on their ill-natur’d land 
Induce. Philips • 

Riched. adj. [from rich.] enriched. Obfolete. 

Of all thefe bounds. 

With fhadowy forefts, and with champions inch’d ' 9 
With plenteous rivers and wide flkirted meads, 

We make thee lady. Shakefp. King Leai\ 

Ri'ches. n.f. [richejfes, Fr.] 
i » Wealth 9 money or pofleffion. 

The inftrumentalnefs of riches to charity has rendered it 
necefiary by laws to fecure propriety. Hammond. 

C’nemifts feek riches by tranfmutation and the great 
elixir. Sprat . 

Riches do not confift in having more gold and filver, but 
in having more in proportion than our neighbours, whereby 
we are enabled to procure to ourfelves a greater plenty of the 
conveniencies of life, than comes within their reach, who, 
(haring the gold and filver of the world in a lefs proportion, 
want the means of plenty and power, and fo are poorer. Locke. 
What riches give us, let us firft enquire. 

Meat, fire, and cloaths 9 what more ? meat, cloaths, and 
fire. Pope . 

2. Splendid fumptuous appearance. 

The riches of heav’ns pavement, trodden gold. Milton . 

Ri chly, adv. [from rich.] 

1. With riches 9 wealthily 9 fplcndidlv 9 magnificently. 

In Belmont is a lady richly left. 

And (he is fair, of wondrous virtues. Shakefp. 

Women richly gay in gems. Milton. 

2 . Plenteoufly. 

In animals, fome fmells are found more richly than in 
plants. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

After a man has ftudied the laws of England, the reading 
the reports of adjudged cafes will richly improve him. Watts. 

3. Truly 9 abundantly. An ironical ufe. 

There is fuch licentioufnefs among the bafeft of the people, 
that one would not be forry to fee them beftowing upon one 
another a chaftifement, which they fo richly deferve. Addifon . 
RTchness. n.f. [from rich.] 

1. Opulence 9 wealth. 

Of virtue you have left proof to the world 9 
And virtue is grateful with beauty and richtiefs adorn’d. Sid. 

2. Finery; fplendour. 

3. Fertility 9 fecundity 9 fruitfulnefs. 

This town is famous for the richnefs of the foil. Addifon , 

4. Abundance ©r perfection of any quality. 

I amufed myfelf with the richnefs and variety of colours in 
the weftern parts of heaven. Spectator* 

5. Pampering qualities. 

The lively tin&ure of whofe gufhing blood 
Shou'd dearly prove the richnefs of hi# food* Dryden « 

Rick, 
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